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United Kingdom and European Union: A Long History of Divorce.  
Article 1. European Issue 
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Moscow, Russia, 119454; Leading Researcher, Institute of Europe, Russian Academy of Sciences. Address: 
11-3 Mokhovaya str., Moscow, Russia, 125009. E-mail: n.kaveshnikov@inno.mgimo.ru 

Abstract. The article examines the history of relations between the United Kingdom and the European 
Union from the 1950s till the present. The analysis emphasizes the impact of the European issue on national 
party politics (the relationship between the conservatives and labours, the interactions within major parties) 
and the British society. On the basis of historical analysis, the paper concludes that there was no stable con-
sensus on membership in the EU throughout the whole period under review. Positions differed both on cur-
rent policy issues and on the UK's strategic place in Europe. All UK governments were Eurosceptic in the 
sense that they objected to the increase of EU powers. The deeper was integration into the EU, the stronger 
Eurosceptic views were in the British society and political elite. Euroscepticism became more and more 
“tough”; Eurosceptics objected to the status quo and claimed weakening of the EU or the UK's exit from the 
EU. The political and even ideological gap about the functioning and development of the EU between Lon-
don and continental Europe has steadily widened. 

Key words: European Union, United Kingdom, Brexit, political parties, Conservative party, Labour par-
ty, public opinion. 
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Abstact. The accelerating restructuring of world energy balance, promotion of alternative sources of en-
ergy, shift in global energy demand to the Asia-Pacific region, strengthening of political and economic posi-
tions of national state energy companies in developing countries, enjoying a priority access to hydrocarbon 
assets, and other related factors place substantial pressure upon oil supermajors. Traditionally this small 
group of the world largest private vertically integrated oil companies play the role of a driver of the world oil 
market. The goal of the present article is to analyze the adaptation of European and American supermajors 
business model to the new circumstances of development. The analysis proves that the largest private verti-
cally integrated oil companies remain one of the most dynamic player in the world oil market. Both European 
and American vertically integrated oil companies are constantly rebalancing the portfolio of oil extraction 
projects, using the competitive advantage of the highest order, namely the cutting-edge technologies. Europe-
an supermajors more rapidly develop the natural gas business, compared to the American competitors. Of 
special importance is the fact, that after big deals, involving mergers and buying of assets, Royal Dutch Shell 
and Total became the leading players in the rapidly evolving global liquified natural gas market. In the last 
few years leading European oil companies intervened into a principally new direction of business – electrici-
ty. Pilot projects in the sector of new alternative energy sources, natural gas based electricity generation, 
smart grids and e-charging stations for electric vehicles allow the European companies to develop capacities 
to manage heterogeneous businesses and get ready for the integration of the latter in the general corporate 
structure.    
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Abstract. The disappearance of Austria as a state in March 1938 from the political map of Europe, its 
forcible integration into Germany became the result of a combination of circumstances closely related to 
the history, politics, and economy of the entire interwar period. The Soviet diplomacy never considered 
Austria as an important link in the then geopolitical development. Therefore, the reaction of the Soviet 
Union to the Anschluss was cool enough and differed little from the position of the West. Only after Ger-
many's assault on the USSR the Soviet leadership change its point of view and adopted the concept of the 
struggle for Austrian independence. 
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